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Crypto 2020 forecasts from 
Trustology:  Will it be the 
year of mass adoption?

• Blockchains are speeding up, with the 2nd 
layer BTC Lightning network developing 
quickly and getting easier to use. Along with 
many of its competitors developing quickly 
as well, such as the Dash Evolution platform 
just coming online in December of 2019, as 
well as Elixxer/Praxxis and Cardano getting 
closer to beta testing with real value being 
transferred on their blockchains soon.  

• Security is getting better leading to more 
traction in the retail payments space due 
to better education, real world testing, and 
easier interfaces all providing improved 
measures against hacking. 

Cryptocurrency and blockchain technology 
had a strong year in 2019. Whilst many may 
associate the year with controversial headlines 
around coin scandals and security breaches, 
these have been a momentous 12 months 
that have moved the crypto space from the 
peripheries of finance and technology, firmly 
into the mainstream.

The last year has seen substantial advances. 
Regulators made significant crypto guidance, 
investors backed encouraging projects, 
decentralised financial protocols made their 
mark in peer-to-peer trading and the world’s 
largest banks embraced both private, public 
and open source blockchains for a number of 
functions. So what’s in store for 2020?

• Wallet solutions are improving, i.e.getting 
easier to use, better backup and security 
measures in play and more custodians 
entering the market. With many offering 
more features and flexibility, whether they 
are cloud, software, or hardware based. 
These tools for private key management are 
likely to become equivalent to browsers for 
the internet. Offering a range of services 
to each niche in the crypto industry, they 
are becoming the portals used by both 
individuals and businesses for interacting 
with their virtual assets and decentralised 
applications. 

Here are our top predictions. 



• There is a rising tide of DeFi solutions, 
which will likely lift many boats as 
decentralized finance begins to let the 
creativity of the crowd provide solutions 
for borrowing, lending, and stabilizing our 
crypto assets. 

• Payment’s efficiency is increasing - many 
companies are beginning to create their 
own coins, i.e. Libra, JP Morgan Coin, and 
more looking to enter the field every week. 
Corporate coins are about to enter the fray, 
competing with government issued political 
coins and people’s coins like Bitcoin, Ether, 
and Dash. These developments will likely 
increase efficiency in delivery of goods/
service to both vendors and clients; as 
payments large and small become more 

What the crypto industry has done over 
this Crypto Winter, has been to dig a deep 
foundational infrastructure. As with the 
construction of a high-rise tower, the taller you 
intend to make the building the deeper you 
must dig the foundation. 

Regulatory frameworks keep the ground from 
collapsing, custodial solutions provide the 
pillars that support all the vertical structures 
built on top of them, and DeFi is providing the 
crane to lift the capital into place as needed. 
Efficient payment processing and better user 
interfaces will increase capital velocity flows 
and will provide the economic activity needed. 
The capital brought into the realm due to 
those improved efficiencies can then fill in the 
framework provided by competing jurisdictions 
and provide the mortar filling the foundations 
created by the custodial solutions.

Before professional money managers could 
enter the crypto realm, it was first necessary to 
build or have access to the tools they need in 
their toolboxes. 

Such as: 
• Regulated, insured, and flexible crypto 

custodians 

• Liquidity and hedging solutions as offered 
by DeFi

• Fast, cheap, and easy to use payment 
processing brought by the Lightning and 
Liquid network protocols, 

• The evolution of the derivative platforms 
offering leveraged futures and options 
contracts to allow hedging the bets of 
“smart money”. 

What about that elephant still in 
the room - aka Crypto Winter?

quickly and cheaply moved across borders 
and between peers, as tokenized smart 
contracts locking in Fiat value, or simply as 
agreements to provide utility to platform 
users.  

• Many are moving from arbitrage trading 
to smart trading with AI, as global markets 
become more liquid and efficient, market 
competition between jurisdiction becomes 
less unequal providing less opportunity 
for easy profits while algorithmic trading 
is becoming easier and more effective. 
The establishment of standard regulations 
across many nations will eliminate the 
regulatory differences that are making 
exchange arbitrage profitable.The use 
of programmed trading Bots, may make 
automated implementation of strategic 
trading plans easier to design and execute.



Now that the foundation has been poured, 
the smart money can begin building out the 
many layered solutions on top of it, in 2020 and 
beyond.

One of the challenges many from the legacy 
financial realm have been waiting for blockchain 
technologies to solve, is to allow for a much 
greater velocity of money. Not just as payment 
systems settle in minutes instead of days 
but also eliminating the “governors” on the 
revolutions permitted on the engines of 
commerce. Existing delays and costs of the 

legacy banking systems taxes wealth from 
the productive and slows down its movement 
between consumers and businesses engaging 
in commerce. This has also been the case for 
investors, who’ve had their venture capital 
tied up for years, but now with ICOs, IEOs, and 
STOs, initial investors in projects can recoup 
their costs much sooner, often measured in 
months instead of years. This can allow them to 
reinvest that capital again, turning it over faster 
in order to generate even more wealth with 
their wealth. 

We’re now seeing a perfect monetary storm 
developing on the horizon, combining more 
capital mobility, greater investment, and 
increased payment efficiency and liquidity, 
with more trusted, regulated, and insured 
custodians. It seems far more likely than not, 
that demand for not just Bitcoin, but for all of 
the blockchain solutions, will grow over 2020 
and beyond. In addition to all the technical 
growth, we also have fundamental factors 
like the diminishing supply of Bitcoin, (the 
international reserve currency of the crypto 
realm), having its block rewards cut in half in a 
few months, along with the political instabilities 
between the US and Iran/China/Russia. For 
those with the eyes to see it, the future of the 
crypto industry looks so bright one almost 
needs shades.

To recap, we now have greater security with 
trusted crypto custodial services coming 
online, greater liquidity through DeFi lending/
borrowing/stabilizing solutions, and more 
efficiencies with 2nd layer solutions and 2nd 
generation payment protocols coming online. 
The limited supply, the greater attention on 
it and infrastructure built on it, as well as 
increasing instability in legacy financial and 
political systems, are creating fundamental 
pressures drawing much more capital into the 
realm. Once that capital arrives it will find the 

user experience has improved, more of the tools 
they’re accustomed to have arrived, and it is 
easier than ever to manage their risks. As capital 
begins to flow into the blockchain realm, it will 
find that many governments are competing 
among themselves to provide greater regulatory 
clarity in order to attract capital that now has 
freedom of choice regarding its registered 
jurisdiction/s. Once capital has been virtualized, 
it will discover that more tools and systems 
are in place to facilitate compliance with those 
regulations.

We may come to see many less liquid, less 
mobile, and more heavily taxed forms of capital 
storage like real estate, corporate stocks, and 
government bonds ALL becoming less attractive 
than the solutions becoming available through 
blockchain technologies. The world has never 
seen a hard currency, that’s internationally 
mobile, and immune to all physical threats to 
it. We are in uncharted waters, there is no way 
to be certain where this journey may lead us. 
But we can expect many storms, great waves of 
volatility, and unseen obstacles along the way. 
It is said that ‘calm seas do not a great sailor 
make’, for those involved in the crypto industry 
it seems safe to say that only the smart, flexible, 
and well prepared will survive to become great 
crypto Captains.

A perfect storm on the horizon?



Contact us: info@trustology.io 

Trustology’s vision is to create the most compelling 
cryptoassets company of the 21st century. Our first focus 

has been securing and managing cryptoassets with our 
TrustVault platform technology. 

www.trustology.io

According to Cointelegraph, in 2019 $4.4B in 
crypto was stolen. Enter Trustology. We are 
a high-end, crypto custodial wallet provider with 
institutional-grade end-to-end hardware 
security combined with front-end software 
flexibility.  We make it safer, faster and easier 
for institutions and individuals to buy, send, 
receive and store cryptoassets.

http://info@trustology.io
http://www.trustology.io

